
           The Newsletter of the CLHS PTSA 

 The Falcon 
 

Dear Parent, 
 
I trust you have had a great year with your 
Clear Lake High School student. As the 
year draws to a close, I would like to take 
the opportunity to thank each of you for 
your support of the school and the efforts 
we are making to improve Clear Lake High 
School. There is no way that we could pro-
vide all of the activities and opportunities 
without your initiative and energy. What an 
amazing community we live in! 
 
Students are beginning to look forward to 
final exams and some to graduation. You 
can learn more about graduation, final ex-
ams, exam exemption, and other campus 
information by going to http://
www.ccisd.net/ school/clear_lake.html. This 
current information will help you plan for 
finals and be sure your son or daughter is 
equipped for success as we wrap up the 
year. 
 
The last day for regular classes is May 30th, 
but seniors should check the modified sen-
ior exam schedule. Final exams begin for 

grades 9 – 11 on June 2nd and continue 
through June 5th, the last day of school. The 
graduation ceremony for our well-deserving 
seniors is scheduled for June 6th at Vet-
eran’s Memorial Stadium in League City at 
7:30PM. In the event of rain, we will move 
the ceremony to the Carlisle Field House on 
the campus of Clear Creek High School. In 
the event of rain, admission is by ticket only.  
 
Summer break will extend from June 6th – 
August 24th. Students returning to Clear 
Lake High School should attend the 1st day 
of classes scheduled for Monday, August 
25th. If you have a student returning, you will 
receive a letter this summer providing in-
structions for the beginning of the school 
year. 
 
If you are not a member of the PTA, you 
should consider joining the organization to 
support the tremendous effort of the Clear 
Lake High School PTA. The cost is $8 to join 
and is a worthy cause. Join today! 
  
Sincerely, 
Christopher A. Moran, Ed.D. 
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Parents, Faculty and Students, 
 
As I contemplate what to write for my final newsletter, I can’t help but think about the won-
derful things that have happened within the CLHS PTSA this year.  First and foremost was 
the birth of Link Up With Lake, a weekly electronic email that has brought communication 
between the school and parents to a whole new level.  For members of the PTSA, they have 
received weekly information about everything going on in the school.  By providing this ser-
vice, the PTSA has given all organizations within the school an opportunity to share impor-
tant information that might not have normally been passed on in a timely manner.  As won-
derful as this is, it could not have been done without the competent skills of Diane Fatora, 
who kept track of all the members, Lisa Holbrook, who gathered all of the information and  
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and put the actual newsletter together, and Neerja Bhardwaj, who made sure the e-mail was sent to everyone.  I cannot thank these 
women enough for the work they have done and how it has affected our school.  If you are not receiving Link Up With Lake, I encour-
age you to join the PTSA and start receiving it right away.  It is the best $8.00 you will ever spend!  
 
Many other volunteers have served on the PTSA Executive Board this year, but unfortunately I do not have the space to name all of 
them.  I know they are aware of how much I appreciate them and all of their efforts on behalf of the students, parents and faculty at 
CLHS.  I do want to mention a few them because of their extraordinary efforts.  The PTSA worked with Dr. Moran, faculty members, 
and many community members this spring to present the program, Shattered Dreams – an interactive program designed to encour-
age teens to not drink and/or drink and drive.  This was huge a success because of the efforts of Laura Mallary and many others.   
And speaking of programs, I need to thank Allison West, who was in charge of programs these past years.  Even though she wasn’t 
quite convinced the PTSA should do night meetings, she took the task on and has arranged over 9 programs (lunchtime and evening) 
over the past two years.  As parent programs truly is the goal of the PTSA, it has been exciting to have such successful ones pre-
sented this year.  The last thing I want to mention is the hard work of Elizabeth Clemente-Nelson and Wendy Strack, our scholarship/
popcorn chairs who worked as hard as they could (despite all of the odds against them) to pop as much popcorn as much possible in 
order to give as many scholarships away as possible.  This year 11 scholarships were awarded and I commend them for their hard 
work – as well as all of the volunteers who tirelessly popped all year round.  Not only did our volunteers help with popping popcorn, 
but under the capable hands of Vicky Fransham we had volunteers helping with all areas of the school.  Because of the above-
mentioned women, and all of the others I did not mention, the CLHS PTSA has thrived this year.   
 
I would like to close by saying thanks for giving me the opportunity to serve as your PTSA President these past two years.  It has 
been a delight for me to work with such fine people.  I would especially like to thank Dr. Moran for his constant support of the PTSA.  
He is a wonderful man with much integrity and a high moral character and we are fortunate to have him as our principal.  He has the 
students of CLHS in his best interest.  I want to welcome Lisa Holbrook, our new PTSA President.  She will be a great asset to our 
school. 
 
As I give my final statement, I would encourage all of you to take time to enjoy your family.  Once our children enter high school, they 
are gone before we know it.  Treasure them always – there is nothing more precious than our children. 
 
Have a safe and happy summer. 
Chris Reeder   
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It is critical that all PTA members demonstrate their role as child 
advocates by becoming educated about candidates for public 
office and their positions on legislative issues that are important to 
children and public schools. By exercising our democratic right to 
vote, we are able to give children a voice. This is especially criti-
cal in the upcoming elections on November 4, 2008. 
 
 
Download the National PTA voter guide at:  
http://www.pta.org/documents/voter_guide_2008.pdf 
 
 
 

PTA, a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization, does not endorse the election 
or defeat of any candidate or party. 



PTSA Student Scholarships  

CLHS Life Memberships and Service Awards 

PTSA Senior Scholarship Recipients  
 

On May 12, 2008 eleven CLHS seniors were each awarded a $500 PTSA Scholar-
ship.  Scholarship applications were evaluated, by a panel of judges, on Academic 
Achievement, Educational Goals, Community Involvement and PTSA Membership.   
 
    Congratulations to the following recipients: 

 
  Sonia Abichandani  Nicholas Barnett  Joshua Cerimele 
  Young Hoon Chung  Helen D'Couto  Margay Dean  
  Li Lin    David McMahon  Maryann Moyer 
  Nehal Patel   Hannah Smitherman  Tyler Train 
            
Money to fund these scholarships was raised by selling popcorn to students and staff throughout the school 
year. We appreciate everyone who has helped to support this fundraising effort. 
Remember, seniors must be a PTSA member to be eligible for this scholarship.  Look for the membership 
deadline in the PTSA newsletter next year.  
 
Thanks again to the many wonderful volunteers who donated their valuable time to pop for the seniors.  If 
you would like to help pop during lunch next school year, please feel free to contact us.  
 
Elizabeth Clemente-Nelson (emc119@aol.com)– Main Campus Scholarship Chairman 
Wendy Strack (rdswws@comcast.net)– Ninth Grade Center Scholarship Chairman 
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CLHS PTSA Awards Three Honorary Life Memberships to Deserving Individuals 
 

There are two prestigious honorary memberships that can be awarded to deserving individuals from Texas PTA.   
 
The Texas Life Membership Award may be presented to persons for outstanding service to children and youth.  This year the 
CLHS PTSA Honorary Life Membership committee selected two recipients, Larry Downhour, a teacher at the school and 
Susan Lavergne, an active volunteer in PTA as well as many other organizations.   
 
In 1987, the Texas PTA Board of Directors developed the criteria for the Extended Service Award.  This award honors individu-
als who have been actively involved in PTA for at least 10 years and who have already received a Texas Life Membership.  The 
committee is very pleased to announce that Allison West received this well-deserved recognition.  Allison has served in many 
roles in PTA through the years as well as other organizations.  Her most recent stint was 1st Vice President of Clear Lake High 
School PTSA for the past two years.  She is responsible for the wonderful programs presented at our evening meetings and the 
highly attended lunchtime talks with Nina Zemel. 
 
Congratulations to all three recipients for receiving this recognition as a result of your dedication to students at this campus! 
 
Lisa Holbrook 
Honorary Life Membership Chairman, 2007-2008 



Attention rising senior (’08) '09, junior (’09) '10 and sophomore (’10) '11 parents!  We 
invite you to be a part of the high school experience by joining a group – the CLHS 
PTSA!  Not only will you be a member of our local organization but you will automatically 
become a part of the largest child advocacy group in the nation! 
 
Ok...that sounds good but honestly you may be asking yourself, “Why should I join?”   
 
Do you miss that elementary Tuesday folder?  Do you wish you could know in an instant 
just what is going on?  Well by joining the CLHS PTSA, you will feel like you have traveled 
back in time to the days when you did have your finger on the pulse of the school and all of its activities.  As a CLHS PTSA 
member you will be the recipient of a weekly e-newsletter, “Link Up with Lake”, that will deliver an update to every 
PTSA member on a weekly basis!  Simply by joining our organization and providing us with your e-mail address, you will be 
“in the know” about the campus.  Many opportunities will be provided for you to join, including schedule pick-ups for all grade 
levels, various orientations and open house.    
 
If that’s not enough enticement, consider this! 
 
By joining our organization, the local portion of your dues ($5.00) will go to fund a variety of programs and services that help 
each of us be better parents.  We are committed to educating adults by providing ways we can all learn more about topics our 
teens face today. Concerns such as alcohol & drug abuse awareness, healthy lifestyles, safe dating, and college preparation 
are examples of topics we offer.   
 
Your students will benefit too!  By joining the CLHS PTSA, they will earn a point for every year that they are a member through 
their junior year.  If they choose to apply for a PTSA scholarship as a senior, those points will go towards their total evaluation 
score.  More importantly, it’s a great addition to their college resume!  
 
We guarantee that this small investment will yield great returns! 
 
Diane Fatora and Lisa Holbrook 
2007-2008 CLHS PTSA Membership 

Link up with CLHS PTSA PTSA e-newsletter   
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Membership Form on Page 15 

By Joining now, your membership is valid till October 15, 2009 (Next year) 

STUDENTS—MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!   
 
The freshman mixer is an opportunity for you to hang out with old friends from 
your middle school and meet  incoming freshmen from the other schools.   
The PTSA arranges  munchies, drinks and a DJ—it’s a lot of fun and  great way 
to start off you freshman  year at CLHS. 
 
The mixer is in NGC commons area following the second session of FISH camp 

on August 14 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.  
 

SEE YOU THERE! 

Freshmen Mixer August 14, 2008—4 to 6 PM 
Ninth Grade Center Commons  



There is ALWAYS something going on at both CLHS Campuses!  Starting with Fish 
Camp, the distribution of schedules, parking passes, and vocabulary books, the vol-
unteering continues throughout the year with ticket sales, workroom help, newsletter 
assembly, popcorn sales, PSAT sales, Shattered Dreams, AP proctors, student vot-
ing, and baking for staff appreciation. None of these school and PTSA functions 
would be possible without the support and volunteer efforts of parents like YOU! 

 
Our thanks to all you volunteers that make all of this possible. With  your support ALL of our students benefit.  

Thank you . . .  

Laura Adlis 
Glenna Adovasio 
Munira Ali 
Debbie Anderson 
Kathy Arnold 
Donna Attoe 
Debbie Bacon 
Sandra Baldridge 
Kelli Baliker 
Lynn Barg 
Karen Barnes 
Sandy Bates 
Pauline Benson 
Angie Berka 
Neerja Bhardwaj 
LeAnn Brentzel 
Cheri Burke 
Lisa Cain 
Karen Campise 
Beth Casper 
Kay Lynn  Chapman 
Pat Chilton 
Elizabeth Clemente-
Nelson 
Diane Connaughton 
Teresa Cory 
Denise Crabtree 
Bridget Cross 
Alisa Cunningham 
Henrietta Dancy 
Lisa Davee 
Raquel  Davis 
Carol Delac 
Barbara Dickey 

Annette Diehl 
Terri Dieste 
Jennifer Ellison 
Jodi Fabry 
Diane Fatora 
Laura  Feld 
Sue Ferguson 
Tracy Ferree 
Debbie Flores 
Mary Jane Fortney 
Tonita Franklin 
Marsha Froehlich 
Falan Gales 
Shauna  Garrison 
Gwen Gates 
Sheila George 
Jackie Geyer 
Mary Gibson 
Linda Goodman 
Paige Gordon 
Janet Gouveia 
Leigh Ann Green 
Kathy Gross 
Susan Hageman 
Gina Halle 
Robin Harold 
Karen Hendrick 
Christine Hoffman 
Joanne  Hogarth 
Lisa Holbrook 
Cheryl Holley 
Pearly John 
Sonja Johnson 
Lori  Johnson 

Nick Karakulko 
Sheila Kertchaval Brown 
Susan Lavergne 
Bee  Lee 
Yew Lee 
Monica Lee 
Amy Levick 
Jeannettee Llorente 
Ava Lunsford  
Laura Mallary 
Kathy Mallory 
Jonette Malone 
Gail McCollum 
Lisa Minges 
Ruth Mohn 
Adrienne Mucha 
Sylvia Nolan 
Lea  Nosrat 
Laura O'Bert 
Kelly Oetting 
Merita Parker 
Mary Payne 
Bridget Pearce 
Liz Pettit 
Betsy Prescott  
Olivera Pribic 
Debra Price 
Mary Ellen Prochazka 
Merridy Pyer 
Julie Ranna 
Sharon Rector 
Chris Reeder 
Carla Reyna 
Alison Rickerl 

Katy Rogers 
Patty Rogers-Cooper 
Michelle  Rose 
Heather Rossiello 
Jan  Salmons 
Cammy  Salvador 
Nancy  Sanders 
Ritu Sawhney 
Cindy Senger-Lewis 
Melissa Sewell 
Linda  Shearouse 
Chrystal Slivinsky 
Mary Smith 
Rebecca Smith 
Susan Smith 
Sue Stephens 
Wendy Strack 
Donnetta  Suchon 
Carolyn Tabata 
Debi Taylor 
Leigh Ann Train 
Poonam Tulsiani 
LuAnn Turley 
Yasmin Udawale 
Yen Vo 
Lanetta Weller 
Allison West 
Phyllis Wheelis 
Cathy Wightman 
Linda Wild 
Tammy Wise 
Pam Woodworth 
Emily Wrinkle 

Thank you for all you do for CLHS, 
Vicky Fransham, CLHS PTSA Volunteers Chair   

Thank you CLHS Volunteers  
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Environmental �ews 
 

Congratulations to the following students who earned the Award of Excellence  in the District PTSA Environ-
mental Contest.   
 
Print Ad 9th grade, Michael Hoffmann -Award of Excellence 
Photography 9th grade, Michael Hoffmann -Award of Excellence 
Photography 11th grade, Brandon Hoffmann - Award of Excellence 
Op ed (Newspaper Article), Brandon Hoffmann- Award of Excellence 
Op Ed (Newspaper Article) 10th grade, Jenny Le -Award of Excellence 
  

We wish them luck as they compete in the state competition. 

WE APPRECIATE OUR STAFF AT CLHS! 

 

The Staff Appreciation Chairman (NGC), Leigh Ann Train, and Chairman (Main), LeAnn Brentzel have been 
busy throughout the year with treats for all CLHS staff and teachers. 
 
We started the year by hosting a breakfast for all faculty and staff a few days before classes began.  Also, 

glue sticks were given to everyone to let them know that they are the “glue” that holds 
the school together.  In October, we distributed Halloween chocolates.  In December, 
Holiday decorated cookies were given out.  And in February, Dove candies were dis-
tributed. 
 
We will end the year by hosting CLHS PTSA’s Annual Staff Appreciation luncheon on 
Thursday, May 22nd during regularly scheduled lunch periods at each campus.  This 
year, the food is being prepared by The Italian Café.  Lasagna, spaghetti with meat 
sauce, salad and garlic bread will be served.  Thanks to the PTSA members who will 

provide the delicious desserts. 
 
LeAnn Brentzel and Leigh Ann Train (Main) and newcomer, Sandra Baldridge (NGC), look forward to serving 
as Staff Appreciation Chairpersons next school year. 
 
Feedback is always appreciated.  Please contact either LeAnn Brentzel (brentzel@sbcglobal.net) or Leigh 
Ann Train (latrain@earthlink.com). 

Environment Contest Winners 

Thank You Lake Faculty, Staff and Administration 
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♥♥♥♥ The PTSA Supports the School with Special Purchases ♥♥♥♥ 
 

The Clear Lake High School PTSA is proud to report that it was able to provide $5,000 of financial 
support for the teachers and staff this year.  Thanks to all of the students who purchased 
vocabulary workbooks and all of our PTSA members.  You made this possible! 
 
The items purchased/donated to the school by the PTSA were the result of specific requests initiated by 
teachers, staff, and PTSA members.  The Special Purchases Committee reviewed all of the requests and 
evaluated them based upon the funds requested and the number of students who would  benefit  from such 
purchase. 
 
We are pleased to announce that most of the items have already been purchased, and a few are 
still in the process of being ordered.  The items include: 
 

♦ Class set of scientific calculators 
♦ Heavy duty stapler 
♦ DECA blazers (4) 
♦ Three skulls for Forensics  and Anatomy and Physiology classes 
♦ Aquarium, including stand and set-up for Aquatic  Science classes 
♦ Drying rack and cordless drills, including chargers and batteries, for the Art Department 
♦ Metronome/tuner for Orchestra 
♦ 130 copies of Rand McNally Education Atlas of World Geography 
 

 
Thanks to the members of the Special Purchases Committee for all of your hard work. 
Gail McCollum  

PTSA Contributes to CLHS 
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Volunteer Opportunity 
VOLUNTEERS FOR COPY WORKROOM NEEDED 

9th Grade Center or Main Campus 

Just a few hours a week to volunteer at the school?  The workroom is great place to start! 

The workroom provides a copying service to the teachers throughout the 
year.  Each volunteer is scheduled a regular time to come in and run copies – usu-
ally for a few hours every week, or even every other week if this fits your schedule 
better.  The workroom is a good way to be involved in your school and to work 
“behind the scenes”.  It is a wonderful service to the teachers who are grateful of 
the time we spend making copies for them.  You do not have to have prior experi-
ence on the copy machine -  we’d be happy to train you!   

If you are interested in helping out or need more information,  
please contact Lynn Barg at (281) 461-8031. 



Updates from Nurse Pickett and Nurse Weisler 
         (Main Campus)  (9th grade campus) 

Don’t forget to check your child’s immunization records before fall!! In order to at-
tend school, the State of Texas requires that a current immunization record be on 
file at the school. For high school students, the most common delinquency is not 
having a Td within the last 10 years.  If in doubt, please call the school nurse and 
she can check your records.    
                                                                                                                        
Main Bldg Nurse – 281-284-2013         Ninth Grade Center Nurse – 281-284-2413 

On April 9 the Ninth Grade Library hosted a Poetry Coffee House after school. Over one hundred students partici-
pated by reading their own poems of those of favorite poets. Students enjoyed iced Frappuccinos donated by the 
Kroger store on El Dorado. Cookies and soft drinks were also available. 

 

Ms. Appanaitis and Mr. Storms have contributed to the celebration of National Poetry Month by asking students to 
create a work of art incorporating poetry in some way. When completed, these will be displayed on the windows 
around the library. 

News from CLHS Clinic 

Library News 

Pre-AP and AP Summer Reading List 

Entering 9th Grade  
Do’s and Taboos Around the World edited by Roger E. Axtell,  
  ISBN: 9780471595281 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd, ISBN: 9780142001745 

Ella Minnow Pea by Mark Dunn, ISBN: 9780385722438 

The Kitchen God’s Wife by Amy Tan, ISBN: 9780143038108 
The Scarlet Pimpernel by Baroness Emmuska Orczy,  
   ISBN: 9780553214024 

Timeline by Michael Crichton, ISBN: 9780345417626 

Entering 10th Grade  

Salt: A World History by Mark Kurlansky, ISBN:  9780142001615 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, ISBN:  9780446310789 

The Crystal Cave by Mary Stewart, ISBN:  9780060548254 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini, ISBN:  9781594489501 

My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult, ISBN:  9780743454537 

The Hundred Secret Senses by Amy Tan, ISBN:  9780804111096 

Entering 11th Grade  

Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam by Bernard Edelman,  
   ISBN:  9780393323047 

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer, ISBN:  9780307387172 

The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson, ISBN:  9780375725609 

Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini, ISBN: 9781594480003 
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston,  
   ISBN:  9780060838676 

Entering 12th Grade  

Hardball by Chris Matthews, ISBN:  9780684845593 
New Ideas from Dead Economists by Todd Buckholz, 
   ISBN:9780452288447 

In the Lake of the Woods by Tim O’Brien, ISBN: 9780618709861 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey, ISBN: 9780451163967 
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Marching Along….Band News 

Campus and Ninth Grade Center.   Traditional, blue hoodies will be sold with the 
words Clear Lake Falcons printed on the front.  Additionally, this year we will sell 
zippered hoodies that will be blue with LAKE printed on the front.   The hoodies will 
be sold during fish camp and at every home football game in addition to Thursday 
lunch.   Traditional hoodies will cost $25.00, we have not determined a price for 
the zippered hoodies.     
  
The Falcon Band will hold a “Kiss the Pig” contest this fall.  During the week prior 
to the football game on October 10, all students can buy a $1.00 ticket to vote on 
their favorite teacher or administrator.  The tickets will be sold during lunch at the 
Main Campus and Ninth Grade Center from Monday through Friday.   The 
“winner” of the contest will kiss a pig during halftime at the football game.   The 

Falcon Band promotes school spirit for everyone, we appreciate your support! 
 
For questions, contact Sandra Baldridge, srbaldridge@aol.com 

Band News Correction 
 

The correct date for Summer Band start date is August 4th.  It was incorrectly printed in the 
Freshman newsletter as beginning August 14th.   Our apologies for the confusion. 

Lake Tennis  

Lake Varsity Tennis Team District/Regional Results 

  

District & Regional Mixed Doubles Champs:  Brandon Farine & Amanda DiCarlo 
District 2nd Place Mixed Doubles:  Raj Jana & Adrianna Ocon 

District Champs Boy's Doubles:  Robert Voss & Chris Hoffman 

Regional 2nd Place Boy's Doubles:  Robert Voss & Chris Hoffman 

District 3rd Place Boy's Doubles:  Siddarth Chandrashekar & Alex Taylor 
District 2nd Place Girl's Doubles:  Vihba Acharya & Sara Merrifield 

District 2nd Place Boy's Singles:  Jordan Sullivan 

  

Brandon Farine and Amanda DiCarlo won first place in Mixed Doubles at Regional's.  Robert Voss and Chris Hoffman 
won second in Boys Doubles. Both teams are competing at State in Austin, Texas on May 5 & 6.  

Congratulations to all! 
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Sweet Serenade 
Congratulations to the Clear Lake High School Orchestras for an outstanding performance at 
Sweet Serenade.  This March 26th fundraising event featured music from all of Clear Lake High 
School’s orchestras and samplings of gourmet desserts donated by area restaurants and busi-
nesses.  With about 250 parents, community members and students in attendance the event was 
a super success and helped the Orchestra Sponsors raise over $2,500.  These funds will be used 
towards equipment purchases, technology upgrades, and other items needed. 

 
We appreciate the support of our local area business who generously donated desserts.  We especially would like 
to recognize Perry’s Grill on Bay Area Blvd. as our grand donor.   
Angelo's    Bay Oaks Country Club   Cinnabon   
Coloseum    Italian Café     Kroger @ El Dorado 
Kroger @ El Camino   La Madeleine     Luby’s @ Baybrook 
Nassua Bay Hilton   Olive Garden @ Baybrook    Panera Bread 
Perry’s Restaurant Group  Randall's     Starbuck's-NASA Pkwy 

The Cake Lady    Tommy’s 
Please help us return the support of our donors by visiting their place of business.   

 
We would also like to recognize the CLHS National Honor Society student volunteers who volunteered their time to help 
setup, serve, and clean up at the end.  Of course, an event of such magnitude could not have been possible without the 
support of the directors and ALL of  the parent volunteers, especially those who took time off work to come help out. Thank 
you to all of you for the hard work! 
 

Again, congratulation to the students!  Thank you to all those in attendance, parent and student volunteers,  
and especially all our sponsors.   

Clear Lake High School Chamber 
Orchestra performed in Jones Hall on 
Thursday, April 24, 2008 
 
CLHS students were invited by The 
Society of Performing Arts to perform 
prelude music  for world renowned 
violinist Itzhak Perlman.   
 
Students were honored to show off 
their talents at this event. 

Chamber Orchestra at Jones Hall 

Clear Lake Orchestra 
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Falcon Robotics in National Competition 

The Robonauts Go to Nationals with Ballacuda! 
 
Field Chief - Jason Klein, Drivers - Stanley Lewis and Eric Ambrose, Robo-coaches - Pavan Dave and Na-
thaniel Quillen, 3D Animator - Travis Lewis, and wiring & electronics man - Nate Harper and Connor Mus-
cat , are Lake’s members of CCISD’s robotics team, the Robonauts. The Robonauts FIRST Robotics Team is 
comprised of students from all five high schools - Clear Lake, Clear Brook, Clear Creek, Clear Springs, and 
Clear Horizons Early College High School.  Robotics is the only District activity that brings all the high 
schools together in the spirit of cooperation with each other, not competition against each other.  
 
For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) was founded in 1989 to motivate young 
people to pursue education and career opportunities in STEM fields while building self-confidence, knowl-
edge, and life skills.  The Competition is a unique varsity sport of the mind designed to help high school aged 
young people discover how interesting and rewarding the life of engineers and researchers can be. 
 
The Robonauts work side-by-side with engineers from Johnson Space Center’s Robotics Branch as they de-
sign and build a 3’x3’ radio controlled robot from a kit of parts.  During that six-week time frame students 
and engineers gain knowledge and experience in teamwork, time management, task sequencing and com-
puters.  They competed with 46 other teams from the Greater Houston area, Texas, Kansas, New Hampshire, 
Louisiana, and Brazil at the Lone Star Regional Competition March 20-22, taking second place in the actual 
robot competition, The Dephi Driving Tomorrow’s Technology Award, and the Engineering Inspiration Award. 
The Robonauts also competed at the Bayou Regional in New Orleans March 27-29, again taking second 
place in the robot competition. 
 
Their outstanding work qualified them to make the trek to Nationals in Atlanta April 17-19, where they val-
iantly made it to the quarter finals, being eliminated by the eventual 2nd place alliance. This was the 11th 
consecutive year that the Robonauts have qualified and competed at the National level. 
 
Not only do the Robonauts build, design, and program the robot (this year it is named Ballacuda): they also 
mentor Clear Creek elementary school students with FIRST LEGO League and assist them in building robots 
for competition from LEGOS.  They further assist with robotics competitions in and around the Houston area 
throughout the year.  
 
If this sounds like an activity you may be interested in, contact Sandy Peck, NASA/JSC Robotics Technology 
Systems Branch at sandy.s.peck@nasa.gov to get information about the team for next year. 
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Student Council Update  

Class Officers 

 Senior                             Junior  Sophomore 

 
 
Basic Information: 
 
1. CLHS served as the 2007-2008 Texas Association of Student Councils State Parliamentarian, represented by 
Carly Bigi, student, and Jamie Edwards, advisor. 
 
2. CLHS Student Council President, Carly Bigi, and Advisor, Jamie Edwards, served on the TASC and Texas Asso-
ciation of Secondary School Principals (TASSP) 2007-2008 Board of Directors. 
 
3. As State Parliamentarian, CLHS succeeded in having the Jori Zemel Children’s Bone Cancer Foundation 
adopted as a TASC State Project. 
 
CLHS Student Council received: 
 
4. Outstanding Student Council Award 
5. Outstanding Pride and Patriotism Award 
6. Outstanding Energy and Environment Award 
7. Outstanding DASH (Drug, Alcohol, Safety, and Health) Award 
8. Outstanding Community Service Award 
9. TASC Sweepstakes 

President Christian Bionat Mika Tabata Cassidy Hurwitz 

Vice President 
  

Dustin Hopkins 
  

Stephen Tran Allison Dillon 

Secretary 
  

Erin Perry 
  

Austin Holley 
  

Caitlyn Kayser 
  

Treasurer Trevor Anderson Alex Jones Megan Aduddell 

This year has been successful for Student Council and its members as they continued their excellence by not only 
serving our school, but our community as well. The Jori Zemel Children’s Bone Cancer Foundation was a project 
that was adopted by the Texas Association of Student Councils. The 2007 -2008 CLHS Student Council worked 
hard to expand the Jori Zemel Foundation fundraiser to all schools in Texas. In mid April, our Student Council 
attended the 72nd Annual Texas Association of Student Councils State Convention in Arlington, Texas where our 
President, Carly Bigi, was elected to serve on the TASC board as the State Parliamentarian. At this year’s state 
convention, our council received the Outstanding Student Council Award. 
 
In April of this year, Student Council held elections for the 2008 - 2009 Executive Council and Class Officers and 
elected the following: 
 
Student Council     Student Council 
Executive Council     Committee Heads 
 
President – Walter St. Denis    Zach Elgin Shadie Magharen 
Vice-President – Natasha Abdullah   Sarah Maben Andy Bell 
Secretary – Kellie Sebastian    Erin Perry Macy Osoria 
Public Relations – Christian Bionat   Ben Granger Mallory Olivier 
Historian – Nadia Khan    Marissa Cilento 
Parliamentarian – Allyson Brinton  
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Good News and Bad News 

by Susan Lavergne 

 

The 2008 Texas Prevention Impact Index (TPII) results are in.  This survey is administered to 6th through 12th graders in our school district to 
gauge the effectiveness of efforts to keep teens off drugs and away from alcohol and tobacco and to monitor social norms and trends.  The sur-
vey measures students’ self-reported use of drugs, alcohol and tobacco during the 30 days prior to the survey, their perception of their parents’ 
attitude toward drugs, alcohol and tobacco, and their perception of the risk involved in using these substances. 

 

The good news is . . . 

In general, fewer students reported using drugs or alcohol during the past 30 days than in 2006 and 2007.  The teens seem to be getting the 
message about binge drinking, cigarettes, prescription drugs (like Xanax and Vicodin), club drugs (like Ecstasy and Rophynol) and inhalants.  A 
few years ago, inhalants and club drugs were a big problem.  Do you remember hearing about “raves?”  Alcohol, marijuana and cigarettes are 
still the biggest issues, but fewer students reported binge drinking or using marijuana or cigarettes during the past 30 days. 

 

The bad news is . . . 

Alcohol is still the intoxicant that the most students use, followed closely by marijuana.  There has been much emphasis in recent years regard-
ing the dangers of alcohol, and especially binge drinking. The Surgeon General’s Call to Action regarding underage drinking has raised aware-
ness of the issue.*   Most students feel their parents strongly disapprove of binge drinking, marijuana and smoking cigarettes.  However, most 
feel that their parents do not strongly disapprove of alcohol use by older teens (10th through 12th grade).  On fact, only 38% of seniors said their 
parents disapprove of alcohol use, while 81.5% said their parents strongly disapprove of binge drinking.  From the 2008 TPII survey, it is clear 
that among 10th, 11th and 12th graders, about 80% of those who drink will also binge drink.  It appears that most parents are giving their teen a 
mixed message.  Many parents are sending the message that “it is OK to drink, just don’t get drunk.”  This message opens the door for teens to 
drink, and 80% of those who drink will also binge drink. 

 

The truly alarming news is that fewer teens think their parents disapprove of the use of Marijuana than in 2006.  Teens also do not see Marijuana 
use as being as risky as they have in the past.  In 2006, 83.3% of seniors thought Marijuana was risky, and in 2008 that number dropped to 
67.4%.  In 2006, 71.3% of seniors thought their parents strongly disapproved of marijuana, and in 2006 that value was 65.7%.  This type of 
change can signal the beginning of a trend. 

 

What you need to know . . . 

As a parent, you should make your child aware of the dangers or Marijuana use.  According to the National Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse (CASA) at Columbia University, teens that use drugs are five times more likely to have sex than are those teens that do not use drugs.  In 
addition, teens who have used marijuana are four times more likely to have been pregnant or to have gotten someone pregnant than teens who 
have never smoked pot.  Use of marijuana can lead to addiction.   More teens enter treatment with a primary diagnosis of marijuana dependence 
than for all other illegal drugs combined.  Getting high also impairs judgment, which causes teens to make poor choices in high-pressure social 
situations.  This can lead to risky decisions on issues like sex, criminal activity or riding with someone who is driving while high.** 

 

The most important person in your teen’s life . . . 

You, as a parent, have great influence over your teen’s behavior.  Make sure that your child knows that marijuana is dangerous, as is alcohol 
use.  Teens often combine marijuana and pills with alcohol.  Make it clear to your teen that you do not approve of the use of any of these sub-
stances, and that there will be severe consequences if your teen does use them.  Your child may just be looking for an excuse to say “no,” and 
you can be that excuse. 

 

*  http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/topics/underagedrinking/ 

**  www.theantidrug.com 

 http://www.ccisd.net/alliance/ 

Teen Alcohol and Drug Awareness 
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CLHS PTSA Membership Form, Join now to receive Link up with.. Lake 
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By joining CLHS PTSA and providing your e-mail address, 

you will receive weekly online updates from the school & PTSA – Link up with Lake! 

$8.00 per person joining* 

 

JOIN NOW TO BEGIN RECEIVING NEWS BEFORE THE START OF SCHOOL, 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP WILL BE VALID TILL OCTOBER, 15 2009. 

Mail it to:  CLHS PTSA Membership, 2929 Bay Area Boulevard, Houston, TX  77058 or 

Return it to the PTSA Membership Box located in the front offices at the main building and ninth grade center campuses. 

 

FULL NAME OF EACH INDIVIDUAL (PARENTS AND/OR STUDENTS) JOINING CLHS PTSA (print legibly, please): 

An email address must provide if want to be on Link up with Lake weekly e-newsletter 

 

 

1. Name _______________________________________________  2. Name _______________________________________________ 

   Address _____________________________________________     Address _____________________________________________ 

   City ___________________ Zip _______ Phone _____________     City ___________________ Zip _______ Phone _____________ 

   E-mail Address ________________________________________     E-mail Address ________________________________________ 

   Check the box that applies to your status (choose only one):     Check the box that applies to your status (choose only one): 

   Parent      Faculty Member of CLHS?      Community Member     Parent      Faculty Member of CLHS?     Community Member  

   Student         Circle Grade     9     10     11     12       Student         Circle Grade     9     10     11     12  

PTA Life Member?    Which PTA? _____ (Dues - $6.75 if CLHS PTSA LM)               PTA Life Member?    Which PTA? _____ (Dues - $6.75 if  CLHS PTSA LM) 

 

 

3. Name _______________________________________________  4. Name _______________________________________________ 

   Address _____________________________________________     Address _____________________________________________ 

   City ___________________ Zip _______ Phone _____________     City ___________________ Zip _______ Phone _____________ 

   E-mail Address ________________________________________     E-mail Address ________________________________________ 

   Check the box that applies to your status (choose only one):     Check the box that applies to your status (choose only one): 

   Parent      Faculty Member of CLHS?      Community Member     Parent      Faculty Member of CLHS?     Community Member  

   Student         Circle Grade     9     10     11     12       Student         Circle Grade     9     10     11     12  

PTA Life Member?    Which PTA? _____ (Dues - $6.75 if CLHS PTSA LM)               PTA Life Member?    Which PTA? _____ (Dues - $6.75 if  CLHS PTSA LM) 

 

 

5. Name _______________________________________________  6. Name _______________________________________________ 

   Address _____________________________________________     Address _____________________________________________ 

   City ___________________ Zip _______ Phone _____________     City ___________________ Zip _______ Phone _____________ 

   E-mail Address ________________________________________     E-mail Address ________________________________________ 

   Check the box that applies to your status (choose only one):     Check the box that applies to your status (choose only one): 

   Parent      Faculty Member of CLHS?      Community Member     Parent      Faculty Member of CLHS?     Community Member  

   Student         Circle Grade     9     10     11     12       Student         Circle Grade     9     10     11     12  

PTA Life Member?    Which PTA? _____ (Dues - $6.75 if CLHS PTSA LM)               PTA Life Member?    Which PTA? _____ (Dues - $6.75 if  CLHS PTSA LM) 

 

*Make check payable to CLEAR LAKE HIGH SCHOOL PTSA 



Clear Creek Community Council of PTAs’ 
CLHS PTSA 
2929 Bay Area Boulevard 
Houston, Texas 77058 

 

NON PROFIT 
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2929 Bay area Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77058 

The Newsletter of the 
CLHS PTSA 

Phone: 281-284-1900 
E-mail: contact@clhsptsa.org 

We’re on the Web! 
www.clhsptsa.org 

Are You Moving? 
 
At the end of each school year and over the summer 
Clear Lake High School will have students who move 
in-district, out-of-district or out-of-state.   
 
Please call 281-284-2068 and advise the attendance 
office you are moving. 
 

Thank you for your help. 


