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From our Principal

Dear Clear Lake Family,

We still have many students who
have not returned to a normal life-
style due to Hurricane lke. Our
PTSA is spearheading a drive to
provide winter clothing to those
students who have lost personal
items in the storm. You will be re-
ceiving information on where you
can donate new or gently used
items to support our family.

On a brighter note, we have so
many student groups excelling
this school year and such an out-
standing group of new teachers.
We are excited about the things
we are seeing in classrooms and
outside of the school day. Aside
from the continued success of our
student body, we are finishing
some building projects to better
the education for our students.
The library has had undergone a
complete renovation and is more
user friendly for the students and
staff. Also, the swimming pool has
undergone a complete overhaul
and will be filled with water for
the athletes by November 11th, We
will continue to improve the facili-
ties to better serve your students.

I need your help. | am concerned
about student pedestrian safety
on our campus, especially before
and after school. Be sure to talk
to your student about using the
cross walks and avoiding iPod use

when crossing the street. We
want to be sure our students are
safe and you can help by talking
to them about safe crossing of
city streets.

First semester exams are quickly
approaching and are scheduled
for January 13, 14, 15, and 16.
All students will take first semes-
ter exams and should plan on
following the Exam Schedule in-

cluded in this newsletter and
posted to our website at
ccisd.net.

Finally, our student clubs and
organizations are up and run-
ning. If your student is not con-
nected and is struggling in
school, joining a club is one op-
tion that can make a positive dif-
ference. | encourage you to call
us and ask about our clubs and
organization so we can help your
student get connected. As a par-
ent or student, you can help by
joining the PTSA and supporting
the many endeavors they under-
take each year. Thank you for
your continued support as we
strive to provide the very best at
Clear Lake High School.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Moran, Ed. D.
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From the President of the PTSA

None of us expected that after the
initial school year began we would
have all faced the wrath of Hurri-
cane lke. Most, if not of all of us
evacuated. Some of us were for-
tunate to be spared extreme dam-
ages to our homes but many in
our area were not. Our hearts,
thoughts and prayers go out to
each of our Clear Creek ISD fami-
lies, especially those in our atten-
dance zone, who returned to find
little or nothing of what they left
behind.

However, in the spirit of true com-
passion and ultimate volunteer-
ism, many of you stepped forward
and lent your time as well as
made numerous donations to help
those who needed it most. | want
to thank Vicky Fransham, who
faithfully coordinated all the Hur-
ricane Ike volunteer efforts, as
well as continued to manage her
regular duties. She always does
such a great job, but it was never
more apparent than during our
time away from school in late Sep-
tember. volunteerism, many of
you stepped forward and lent your
time as well as made numerous
donations to help those who
needed it most. | want to thank
Vicky Fransham, who faithfully
coordinated all the Hurricane lke
volunteer efforts, as well as con-
tinued to manage her regular du-
ties. She always does such a
great job, but it was never more
apparent than during our time
away from school in late Septem-
ber.

Many of our executive board
members were busy preparing
during our summer for the action-
packed schedule pick-up days for
our student body. Diane Fatora
made daily trips to Sterling Bank
to deposit all the funds from
membership, vocabulary work
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Books and T-shirt spirit sales.
Many thanks to Justine Powell,
Cindy Senger-Lewis, Gail
McCollum and Krista William-
son respectively for being present
or having representatives at each
of the these days as well as FISH
Camp. Volunteers were needed
for a variety of tasks including the
infamous parking permit distribu-
tion as well as class schedules
being dispensed. Vicky Fran-
sham rallied myriad volunteers to
help with those efforts. In addi-
tion Tammy Barrier hosted a tre-
mendous Freshman Mixer and
our trio of teacher appreciators —
LeAnn Brentzel, Leigh Ann
Train and Sandra Baldridge —
delivered an inspirational message
to our faculty and staff as a wel-
come back to the business of edu-
cating our students. And all of
this occurred before the first
school bell rang.

Lynn Barg trained our workroom
volunteer staff, Gwen Gates has
traveled to League City the fourth
Monday of the month to hear
about district business at the
CCISD Board of Trustees’ meeting
and Neerja Bhardwaj has been
adding Link up with Lake sub-
scribers at a furious pace. Eliza-
beth Clemente-Nelson, Wendy
Strack and Marie Daigle have
established our yearly popcorn
sales dates and have been suc-
cessfully collecting those “dollars
for scholars”.

Many of our initial activities have
concluded as we look towards the
holiday season. | would like to
thank Cheri Weismuller for con-
ducting a successful Reflections
campaign; Pat Chilton for keep-
ing us informed about current leg-
islative initiatives as well as re-
minders about voter registration
and casting our ballots and our

wonderful Teacher Appreciation
trio (LeAnn Brentzel, Leigh Ann
Train and Sandra Baldridge) who
once again delighted our faculty
and staff with a special Halloween
treat. Chris Reeder decorated
our campus with red ribbons and
dispensed wristbands to our stu-
dents to promote healthy lifestyles
and choices during Red Ribbon
Week. Terri Dieste has some
wonderful plans about how we as
CLHS PTSA can celebrate Texas
PTA's Centennial birthday and
give back to the community.
Laura Mallary is working with the
school to determine if there are
any grants that might apply to
loss of materials due to Hurricane
Ike.

Once the harvest season comes
upon us, we may find that we can
pause to take a quick breath be-
fore launching into the new year
and all that it implies. | encour-
age you to spend time enjoying
your family and friends and do
your best to forget about all your
other responsibilities, as much as
possible anyway. Take a few mo-
ments to pamper yourself. Stroll
leisurely through the stores as
you unhurriedly shop for holiday
presents. OK...so maybe it seems
as if | am describing a fantasy but
with all sincerity | do recommend
that we all take a moment to care
for ourselves and what is most
precious to us.

Sometimes we don’t fully realize
or appreciate how fortunate each
of us really are. We live in an
area that values community. We
have good schools with educators
committed to excellence. So in
keeping with the theme of those
who originally gave thanks in
1621 for just surviving the winter
of 1620, let’'s count our blessings.

Lisa Holbrook
CLHS PTSA President, 2008-2009
lisaholbrook60@comcast.net
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Link up with CLHS PTSA PTSA e-newsletter

Attention senior ('08), junior ('09), sophomore ('10) and
freshman ('11) parents! We invite you to be a part of the
high school experience by joining a group - the CLHS
PTSA. Not only will you be a member of our local organi-
zation but you will automatically become a part of the
largest child advocacy group in the nation.

Ok...that sounds good but honestly you may be asking U camplete the III'I
yourself, “Why should I join?” between home, school & community

Do you miss that elementary Tuesday folder? Do you wish you could know in an instant just what
is going on? Well by joining the CLHS PTSA, you will feel like you have traveled back in time to the
days when you did have your finger on the pulse of the school and all of its activities. For the
2007-2008 school year, the CLHS PTSA has launched “Link up....with Lake”, an e-mail list server
that will deliver an update to every PTSA member on a weekly basis! Simply by joining our or-
ganization and providing us with your e-mail address, you will be “in the know” about the campus.
Our membership team plans on attending as many grade level events as possible to provide an op-
portunity for you to join.

If that's not enough enticement, consider this.

By joining our organization, the local portion of your dues ($5.00) will go to fund a variety of pro-
grams and services that help each of us be better parents. We are committed to educating adults
by providing ways we can all learn more about topics our teens face today. Concerns such as alco-
hol & drug abuse awareness, healthy lifestyles, safe dating and college preparation are examples of
topics we offer. The CLHS PTSA will also sponsor the program, “Shattered Dreams” this year. In
addition, this money allows us to publish the newsletter you are now reading, sponsor the Reflec-
tions and Environmental Awareness contests and host the CLHS PTSA Freshmen Mixer. Over the
past few years, we have been able to allocate surplus funds to the campus in the four areas of core
curriculum. This is quite an achievement for a high school PTSA!

Your students will benefit too. By joining the CLHS PTSA, they will earn a point for every year that
they are a member through their junior year. If they choose to apply for a PTSA scholarship as a
senior, those points will go towards their total evaluation score. More importantly, it's a great ad-
dition to their college resume. The last two years, the CLHS PTSA has awarded fifteen (15) $500
college scholarships to graduating seniors.

If you have not had the opportunity yet to join, you may complete the form on page 14
and either mail it to 2929 Bay Area Boulevard, Houston, TX 77058 or
drop it by front office of the main or the 9th grade campus.
Dues are $8.00 per person.

We guarantee that this small investment will yield great returns!
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From the National PTA

Guess who's having a birthday? We all are!

Texas PTA turns 100 on October 19th, 2009, and we're all having a party to celebrate the
contributions of PTAs - past, present, and future. PTA has a long and impressive his-
tory in Texas of doing some pretty remarkable things for our children. Our history of
success should be an inspiration to current and future PTA members for years io come.

100Yea rs

Save the Dates:

Texas PTA Day at the Capitol
Austin - February 26, 2009

100th Annual Convention
Austin - February 27 - March 1, 2009

Centennial Celebration at the State Fair of
Texas
Dallas - October 18, 2009
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Parent Programs
CLHS PTSA MEETINGS ARE FOR YOU!

Thank you to the parents and students that attended the second part of our program with the Bay Area Alliance for
Youth and Families and CLEAR.

The meeting held on Thursday, November 6, was both informational and enlightening as Denise Crouch from the Bay
Area Alliance for Youth and Families and the Coordinator of Drug Education for CCISD, along with Amy Kilgore the
CLEAR Representative for CCISD and our own CLHS CLEAR student group sponsored by Colleen Bushnell-Poullard,
shared teenage drug and alcohol use information.

The types of drugs used and their effects on your body were discussed, as well as the consequences of drug use. The
students were encouraged to make smart choices and keep their goals in mind. Parents were reminded to set limits and
to give clear messages to their children which they enforce. The CLEAR group of students and their representative
shared the recent drug survey taken at CLHS. It shows that not ALL students are doing drugs and that they have a sup-
port group on campus to help them continue to remain Drug Free. If you are interested in joining CLEAR and being a
role model for your peers, please see the application form in the CLHS PTSA newsletter.

Please save the date for our next CLHS PTSA Regular Meeting to be held on Thursday, January 15, 7:00pm, in the
Ninth Grade Center Commons. Our guest speaker will be Beth Dennard with Bright Futures Consulting. Beth will give
us helpful college planning advice, what classes you should be taking now to prepare you for your future, how to apply
to colleges, how to determine what your interests and talents are and therefore which college is right for you!

Thursday, March 5, 7:00PM at the CLHS Ninth Grade Center Commons

Speaker Victor Montesinos from WorkSource will have a job fair. They will show students and parents how to fill out a
job application, how to present yourself and what to say at a job interview, what jobs are available, job search tech-
nigues, how to write a resume and much more. This service is FREE!

Many employers interested in hiring teens for Spring Break and summer jobs will be on hand to tell teens what they have
to offer and what they expect from their employees. They will also have job applications so that you may apply on the
spot!

Thursday, May 14, 2009, 7:00PM at in CLHS Ninth Grade Center Library
Senior Scholarship awards, installation of CLHS PTSA officers for the 2009-2010 school year and PTA Honorary
Membership awards

Don't miss this informative program and we look forward to seeing you.

Sue Ferguson, CLHS PTSA

PROJECT GRADUATION 2009 NEEDS YOU

) 8

Project Graduation provides a safe alternative for seniors on the night of
graduation. Project Graduation 2009 is scheduled to be at Main Event in
Webster. One of the ways that Project Graduation raises funds is by selling
concessions at the Senior Musical. If you would like to help by donating
baked goods or canned drinks or if you would like to help sell concessions
on the night of the muscials, please contact Pat Chilton at
thechiltons@earthlink.net.
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CLHS PTSA Scholarships

The CLHS PTSA pops popcorn for scholarships every other Friday. These scholarships are available to seniors by filling out an
application in their senior year. Last year we were able to give out 12-$500.00 scholarships. We pop at both the Ninth Grade Center
and the Main campus. Each bag costs $1.00 and it comes hot off the popper every lunch period.

All applicants must be a senior and must be a member of the PTSA in their senior year. Mem-
bership deadline was November 1, 2008 to be eligible.

Scholarship applications are evaluated based on the following:

A. Academic Achievement (consider difficulty of courses, GPA and SAT/ACT Scores) 1-10 points
B. Educational goals (Essay) 1-10 points

C. Involvement in school, community and/or job 1-10 points

D. *Number of years applicant joined the PTSA 1-10 points

(max. 3 points)

* Please note this consideration began in 2006. All applicants must join before the deadline to be eligible to apply. Points will be
given for freshmen, sophomores and juniors who join PTSA. The accumulation of points began in 2006. If you were a member of
PTSA prior to 2006 it will not be added in to the accumulation. No point will be given in the senior year

hank you for supporting your PTSA,
Wendy Strack & Elizabeth Clemente-Nelson - MC Scholarship Chairs
Marie Daigle - NGC Scholarship Chair

The Falcon Newsletter CLHS PTSA VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer on a as needed basis and
only when you’re available:

Volunteers help with school activities (schedule

pick up, parking permits, dances, and so on) and

¢ with PTSA activities (popcorn sales, newsletter

mail-out, teacher appreciation lunches, etc.)

NEW ARTICLE DEADLINES If you are interested in seeing what is available,
) send me your e-mail address, and you will get e-

& ()¢ + mails that tell you what is coming up. Sign up for

! ), what looks good, pass on the rest, and we're in

business. Thanks for your gift of time.

- . Vicky Fransham, CLHS PTSA Volunteers Chair-

man, 281-480-0841, vickyfransham@comcast.net.
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You Be the Parent!

Just a few weeks ago, Red Ribbon Week was celebrated throughout the district and the
nation, as an opportunity to let kids and parents know about the dangers of alcohol and
drug usage by kids of all ages, and to encourage them to stay away from them. | had the
opportunity to hand out RRW wristbands to the students during lunchtime that week. As
| gave the wristbands to the students and said that this means they are drug and alcohol
free, | could tell from the looks on their faces who was and who was not drug and alcohol
free. The smirks and glances | saw were a dead give-away that they were partaking of
drugs and alcohol. And when that happened, | just looked at them and told them this
would be a good time to stop. Most were a little surprised that | had the nerve to say that
to them. But parents, we have to have the nerve to talk to our kids about this stuffl We
have to talk to them about everything that is going on in their lives, so that if alcohol and
drugs do become a part of their life, we can help them. We have to be the parent! So
tell your kids you love them, but let them know you won't tolerate them participating in
these activities. Tell them the dangers of drugs and alcohol and then do your best

to stop them. Being a parent is not easy, and the teenage years are probably the hard-
est years. But don't give up on your kids. They need you.

Now there are a few programs within the district that are here to help students as well as parents deal with
these issues. Sue Ferguson has already mentioned CLEAR (Clean Living, Encouragement and Responsibil-
ity) the district-wide program that is in all of the intermediate and high schools. This club came about over 10
years ago when some students at CCHS decided they wanted students to know they had a choice about
drugs and alcohol. We do know that some students in CCISD do take drugs and drink alcohol, but statistics
show that even more don't. And that's what CLEAR is for - to let kids know that it is OK not to do those things
and that there a lot more students just like them who don't do drugs and drink alcohol. Please talk to your
student about committing to being alcohol and drug free and then sign the CLEAR application and send it
back to the school. Let them be a part of the bigger group of students that are drug and alcohol free.

And parents, wouldn't you like to know that there will be no alcohol or drugs at the party your kid is going to
over the weekend? Safe Homes does just that. This program was developed so that parents could know
that the party their child was going to was indeed a safe place to be. By signing up for this program, a parent
is saying that they will not serve alcohol or drugs in their home. A directory is typed up with the names of all
of the parents who have signed up for Safe Homes and then given to everyone in the program. So as a par-
ent, you can know that your child will be safe in that parent's home. Now will | still go up to the door and in-
troduce myself to that parent? Of course, | will. As should all of us, when our child goes to a party where we
don't know the parents. A Safe Homes application is also in the newsletter. Send it back with the CLEAR
application and let's work on giving our students the best chance we can for successful lives.

f you have any questions about either one of these programs, or about anything having to do with alcohol
and drugs, please call the Bay Area Alliance ;

for Youth and Families at 281-284-0370. And
remember, YOU are the parent!

Chris Reeder

CLHS PTSA Health and Safety Chairman

Attachments:

CLEAR & SAFE SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
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Guidance from the Counselors.....

I As the holidays and the end of the first semester approach, the counselors want to
encourage students to stay focused.... complete all projects, assignments, study for
semester exams, and attend all classes. Parents, we encourage communication be-
tween parents and teachers, so please schedule teacher conferences as needed. This
year will be the fourth year that students will be able to use semester averaging to
receive credit for failed semesters of a one-year course. CCISD grading policy states:

Semester Averaging- High School Course Work
Students in high school credit courses receive separate and independent grades for
each semester for a year long course. However, semesters will be averaged to calculate an overall yearly
average for course credit under the following criteria:
e State of Texas TEKS- based high school courses from the Fall and Spring semester of the same academic
year apply;
¢ Summer School and alternative delivery (e.g. computer assisted, on-line, Credit Recovery, correspon-
dence, etc.)
¢ a minimum of 60% for any semester grade recorded,;
e the attendance requirements or a waiver must be met.
e Petition to be exempt from semester averaging must be made within one week of the notification of a
failed semester.

Naviance Family Connection

We are excited to let you know we have a wonderful tool for parents and students to use called Naviance
Family Connection. While we used it minimally last year, we are vastly increasing the use of Naviance

Family Connection this year. Naviance provides many, many tools for you and your students to use:
Career Interest Profiler; “Do What You Are”, a personality test related to work; Method Test Prep, a free test
preparation service; College Search features; and College Major Search features; etc. All students are

visiting with their counselors and the Career Specialist, Darlene Snell, in the Career Lab, and they are being
given information about their Naviance Family Connection account. The seniors have been through the lab
already; we are currently working with the juniors; the sophomores and freshmen will be in the lab in

December. We are also encouraging the students to create an account for their parents. You should soon
get an email with log in information for your Naviance Family Connection account. We will be utilizing the
email feature of Naviance to send parents and students important information about various things

happening throughout the year. Since Naviance is Internet based, you and your students can access it from
home.

PSAT Scores

PSAT scores should arrive on the campus in late December. We will distribute PSAT score reports to the
freshmen and junior students through Advisory classes in January. We will distribute sophomore results at
a parent meeting on Thursday, Jan. 8, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Ninth Grade Center Commons.

An information sheet for how to interpret the score will also be disseminated to the students in Advisory and
at the parent meeting. If you have questions about your child’s score, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Awards and Honors

Every year we have the privilege of honoring students who have achieved recognition from the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation and the College Board. This year, Clear Lake High School has twenty students who have
made it to Semi-Finalist level in the National Merit Scholarship Corporation competition. We hope to be able to
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From the Counselors contd................

report that all twenty of those students become finalists in February. Seniors and their parents are encouraged to fill
out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) starting January 1, 2009. Seniors and their parents can go
ahead and register for their PIN number now, though. You'll need it for filling out the FAFSA.

Course Selection

The course selection process for the 2009-2010 school year will begin in mid February. Please stay informed and in-
volved in this process as students will not be allowed to change their course selections once the master schedule

building process begins. We will host a campus-wide Course Fair at the main building on Tuesday, Feb. 17th. Please
put this important informational meeting on your calendars now and plan to attend. The counselors and advisory

teachers will spend from February until April working on the course selection process with students. Each student will
receive a course selection card and an Educational Planning Guide (course catalog), as well as additional handouts
about community course offerings. Course selection is a very important task for students and parents, and it is impor-
tant to note that the district does not allow schedule changes once the process is complete. Counselors will address only
ERRORS after the process is complete. We appreciate your support and cooperation in this process.

Enjoy the upcoming holidays and.......
Be what you want others to be.
Say what you want others to say to you.
Love like you want to be loved.
Live like you want others to live around you.

Smile like you want others around you to smile.

Sincerely,

Karen Hu, Gary Tittle, Margie Reyes, Paula Evard, Janyth Matkin, Yvette Kay, Amanda Embrey, Vicki Pittman,
Randa Tepfer, and Nancy Daves.

CLHS Counselors

BOOK FAIR COMING!

* .
The Clear Lake Ninth Grade Library will be having its annual Book Fair Dec. 16 - 18. There will be a wide > \ Wl
variety of fiction and non-fiction titles for teens, a good assortment of books and novelty items for chil- { )/‘/ *
dren, and many choices for adults as well. % z

Take care of some last minute holiday gift shopping and support the Ninth Grade Library at the same time.

Parents are very welcomel

Attention Freshmen Parents:

If you were unable to attend the Ninth Grade Parent Meeting and would like a copy of the handout on the CCISD
Research Databases with passwords for home use, please e-mail Fran Studdard, Ninth Grade Librarian, at
fstuddar@ccisd.net.
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JUST A REMINDER.....

he Clear Creek Independent School District Gifted and

Talented Program is accepting written referrals for students in
grades K-12 for the 2008-2009 school year. Referrals are accepted,
ongoing, from the following: teachers, students, administrators,
special education personnel, counselors, or parents/guardians.
The referral must be submitted in writing to the Gifted Specialist or
to the GT Program office. The Gifted Program is designed for stu-
dents who demonstrate significantly above-average achievement or
potential in the areas of general intellectual ability, specific subject
matter aptitude, and creative/productive thinking skills. Criteria
for selection include cognitive skill tests, professional recommenda-
tions, classroom performance and portfolio samples. A child will
not be tested more than twice in K-5, and twice in 6-12. The deadline for students in
grades 1 — 12 is October 1, 2008. All kindergarten students are screened for possible testing
throughout the school year. The deadline for accepting referrals for students in kindergarten
is December 1, 2008. For more information, please contact Stephanie Cooper, Secondary
Advanced Academic Facilitator, at 281-284-0081.

IKE MAKEUP DAYS

The following teacher in-service days on the original calendar will now be:
instructional days for our students: Jan 19, Feb 16 & April 13

The high school late arrival days that will now be:
regular start time for the high school: Oct 16, Nov 13 & Dec 11

Originally scheduled early release days that will now be:
instructional days for elementary and intermediate students:
Oct 17, Nov 21, Jan 16 & Mar 27

Are You Moving?

At the end of each school year and over the summer Clear Lake High School will have students who move in
-district, out-of-district or out-of-state.

Please call 281-284-2068 and advise the attendance office you are moving.
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Marching Along....Band News

{ ‘ { ( Congratulations to all of us for successfully navigating through October as we experienced five
4 & A & football games and three marching contests. Students also managed to take the SATs and
prepare themselves for Homecoming festivities. | for one am glad we managed to squeeze in an

extra hour of sleep as we “fell backward” on November 2nd!

With all of this activity, many countless hours of people’s time went into the planning and |
¥ > < = implementation of each our activities that are associated with the marching season. Thanks to
all who contributed to these endeavors! Smoothie Kings continue to be a huge hit during
summer band camp and one night a week during our fall practices thanks to Polly Vranderic’s hard work! Equipment
Night's venue at the ninth grade center continues to amaze us as parents, students, volunteers and vendors were
pleased with the smooth flow of traffic and stress free shopping. Curt Wild was the organizing force behind that
endeavor. Our Rock-a-Thon chairman Lynn Barg had more participants than ever before and our bank account grew by
leaps and bounds! Over 400 people attended the marching demonstration and broke bread (and maybe some brisket)
together. Thanks to Bay Area Meat Market for making our mouths water with delight and Justine Powell for managing
the event.

Our spirit committee of Sharon Webb and Christine Hoffmann hurriedly calculated all the sales with parent shirts and
hats and our newest offering — a combination seat cover/thermal blanket. 1st Vice President Sandra Baldridge has been
assisting all other fundraising endeavors while promoting and selling a large supply of the ever popular Clear Lake High
School Hoodie. This year we have enhanced our product line with a zippered alternative.

We launched the football & marching season with a great group of chaperones led by Don and Raquel Davis and John
and Janet Gouveia and our Half-Time Activity Team making sure that all things go smoothly from the moment we board
our busses for the departure until the return trip. Thanks to Wendell Gordon and Phil Robinson and their thirty
volunteers who scurry like crazy to get our pit set up, props in place, sound checked and no telling what else ready in
record time for the half-time show. Jackie Reese and all her safety equipment is always there to serve. We appreciate
our medical personnel who also happen to have students in the band as they provide any necessary treatment and TLC
when the need arises. And of course our drinks/water gang are awesome! Each week Bonnie Norman faithfully goes to
University Baptist Church and fills up our water coolers with ice. Lynn Barg and Joanne Slovacek transport all of our
ice chests to McDonald’'s — Bay Area Boulevard to fill them up so that those game drinks are cold during the third
quarter break. In addition they order the beverages from Kroger’s Signature Store on El Dorado Boulevard and arrange a
convenient time to pick them up prior to each game and contest. They just do a fantastic job! Jonette Malone ensures
our students’ stomachs are not growling as we pull out of the parking lot by providing game meals each week from local
area restaurants. Chaperones pull double and triple duty as our manly men haul those coolers into the bleachers,
others re-fill the game water bottles, dispense the plumes, distribute drinks and whatever else is needed. Michelle
Robinson faithfully dispenses washrags to students as they come off the field after the half-time performance. Can you
believe all that must go on just for the band to be involved in a football game? And that's what the parents do; just
imagine the prep work of the students & directors!

A big thanks to our Hospitality crew of one, Stacey Stenerson, as she has prepared spirit brag buttons for our senior
parents to display proudly whenever the band performs. She worked with La Mariposa Florist to acknowledge the class
of 2009 on November 7th at our Clear Creek game. We are continually impressed with the talent we have and the bright
futures each of these young women and men are destined for. A big congratulations for their accomplishment of being a
part of an organization for their entire high school career. And good luck to each of them as they continue to experience
their last year at Clear Lake and all future endeavors! Chris Reeder arranged for a group photo of this very
accomplished class of 2009 as well as made sure that their Halloween was still full of sugar as the band traveled to
Brazoswood for the game on October 31.

Join me in recognizing Cynthia Sarles and all of her efforts in producing this year’s band directory. Every single one of
our students is listed and those of us who have our complimentary copy, will find it extremely handy when trying to
communicate with students and parents.

Our wonderful webmaster, David Salvador, has kept up with all of this activity. Visit our website, www.clearlakeband.com and check
out what we have been up to! And while there, join our 560 e-mail subscribers to keep up with the frenzy throughout the year.
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Junior/Senior Winter Formal Dance

The Christmas Committee of Clear Lake High School would like to announce
their Winter Formal Dance on Friday, December 19™. It will be held at the
Galveston Island Convention Center at the San Luis. The dance will be held
from 8 pm until midnight and this year’s theme is “Christmas in Paris.” Ticket
sales will begin on December 8" through December 18" during all lunches in
the main building. Tickets are $60 per couple.

Forensics Booster Club

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
STATE QUALIFIERS!

2008 - 2009

Brain Berger Lincoln Douglas Debate
Andrew Casso and Jenny Le Cross-Examination Debate
Lawrence Chang and Lingxi Chenyang Cross-Examination Debate
Kiersten Strachan and Grace Zhang Cross-Examination Debate
Sibo Wang Foreign Extemp

&...working towards those qualifying state points...

Shalott Cecchini Farrah Haider

Sam Kelly Kasra Ghodsi

Charlie Powell Saam Motamedi

We wish you the best at State!

Clear Lake Speech & Debate Falcon Forensics

And more news from the Forensics Club
Hastings Results—October 17th and 18th 2008

2 3 4 ! 5 /67 ' 4 & 8 9 & : 7 7
/ ) /67 2 3 & < !
/ : / s /67 1 = , & < 1
! ( 4 2 /67 ! / > 7 < 1
! / > " / ; : 5 7 < 1

Clear Lake Falcon Forensics placed 2nd overall in sweepstakes’ points
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Clear Lake Water Polo

h
i i,

From the Booster Club

The Clear Lake High School Boys and Girls Water Polo teams

took runner-up honors in the Texas High School Water Polo State
Championship held in Austin last week at the University of Texas

Natatorium. Seniors Danielle Garcia and Andrew McDonald were
named tournament MVPs.

Both were named to the 2008 Texas All-State Water Polo 1st

Teams, as well as senior Scott Churchman and sophomores Taylor
Barnett and Samantha Krouse. Seniors Patra Katsigianis and Will
Kolodgie and junior Kaitlin Kirasich were named to the 2™ All-State

Team. Senior Robert Ellis was given Honorable Mention All-State Honors.

Coach Landgraf was named Boys Coach of the Year and Co-Coach of the Year for the Girls

Clear Lake High School Choir

On October 18th, CLHS Choir
hosted the Region Choir
Auditions at our high school.
We provided food, drinks,
monitors, and an overall
welcoming atmosphere for
choirs from around the city, just
weeks after the hurricane! We
also had ‘a lot to sing about'
that day, with many of our
talented singers earning places
in various region choirs. The
following students were chosen
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for the Region Mixed Choir, and
will be advancing on to Pre-
Area: Bethany Cowan, Jennifer
Garrison, Carole Pouzar, Mika
Tabata, Nisha Azhar, Brianna
Dowling, Hannah Gorback,
Paulina Urbanowicz, Stephen
Glasco, Rich Miller, Jack
Delac, and Robert Tragni.
Daniel Muratore was also
chosen for the Mixed

Region Choir. Eight students
earned a place in the Women's
Region Choir, and they are:
Kayla Fore, Charity Van Tassel,
Allison Holden, Taylor Janney,
Krista Rosenbaum, Leanne
Stepchinski, Yembur Ahmad,
and Sarah Harrison. The
students that made it into the
Region Honor Choir are: Erin
Smith, Sara Snedden, Lauren
Fiske, Ryleigh Henderson,

Laurence Dela Rosa. Kevin
Drummond, David Rogers, and
Dylan Twaddle. These
students were also able

to sharpen their skills and
entertain many at the Region
Clinic and Concert on November
8th. Congratulations to all!

The Choir has also been busy
selling gourmet popcorn during
lunch, and would like to thank all
who purchased some and
supported our programs. Our
next program will be held on
Monday, December 8th. At 7:00
PM in the CLHS auditorium, all
the choirs will perform their
annual Winter Concert. So,
start your holiday season off
right, by coming to enjoy the
sights and sounds of the season
with us that night.
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Orchestra
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Chamber top 10 in state!!!

The following students advanced to All-Area Orchestra
(and qualified for All-State)
Violins 7 B 4 ( 8 C 8 <
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Clear Lake High had the most all-state string players
from a single school in Texas this year /
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Please join us for our Winter Concert on
Tuesday, December 16 at 7:00
in the CLHS Auditorium.

Bring in the holiday season with some traditional holiday favorites.

page 14




JROTC Starts the Year with a BANG

Have you ever wondered who posts the colors each day at both campuses? The JROTC is in
charge of both raising and lowering the flags daily. All students in the group are assigned a week at a time
over the year. Most cadets do this many times throughout the two semesters.

Officers for this year are as follows: Robert Chambers — Battalion Commander, Adam Wickerson
— S3 Operations Officer, Patsy Martinez — Executive Officer, Patrick Crane — Battalion Command Sergeant
Major, Skylar Brown — Alpha Co. Commander, and Joe Adovasio — Bravo Co. Commander. Numerous
other students serve in positions throughout the squads.

After IKE, JROTC has been extremely active. All teams, which consist of; Orienteering,
Academics, Physical Training, Rifle, Drill Team and Color Guard, have been to one contest or another.
Keep in mind we actually have women and men'’s teams for each of these. With over 100 students in
JROTC at Lake the group is busy!

We are very proud to announce that senior Adam Wickerson has received a Presidential Appointment to the US Naval
Academy in Annapolis and will be attending upon graduation. Cadets of the Quarter are Eric Gehman, Weston O’Neill, and Sherrae
Morgan. Congratulations to each of these students.

On November 15, the JROTC will host the Military Skills Event along with a Silent Auction and Dinner fundraiser. The dinner
will be catered by Zio's and be available from 4-6pm. Tickets are $10 each and take away is available. To purchase tickets contact
Kim Brust at Brust7@aol.com. The skills event will start at 6pm and feature contests between our own companies. Dessert will be
served at the conclusion of the contest when awards are announced. Everyone is encouraged to come out and see these hardwork-
ing cadets show their stuffl We would love for you to browse our Silent Auction and have dinner as well!

Rebecca Smith — Public Relations
Miranda Reese — Battalion Public Affairs Officer

CLHS GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Freshman A and Freshman B Volleyball Win District Titles

. Congratulations to the Freshman A and B volleyball teams for being the District 24-5A Champs. Coach
Cardenas led the Freshman A team to a 9-1 record in district play to secure their titte. The team members are
Brinley Williams, Katie Hilty, Danielle Young, Katie Chafin, Shayla Cosme, Hailey Satterwhite ,Kelcy Hughes,
Rachel Mallary, Elaina Stephenson, Kiara Wright and Kristen Pickett. Coach Wilson led the Freshman B team
to their title by going 8-1 in district play. Team members include Kaitlin Porter, Toni Gales, Alex Bruno, Katelyn
Newberry, Alissa Whitlock, Brooke Bourbonais, Taya Wright, Claudia Colmenares, Alex Kochner, Julie Kim and
Baleigh Fowler. TheFreshman teams are managed by Hannah Poenisch and George Stokes. Way to go fresh-
man on a season well played!

CLHS TENNIS

The Varsity Tennis Team went to State Team Tennis Championship in Austin
after winning District and Regionals where they beat Cinco Ranch in the B &
Regional Finals. They won the semi-finals at State beating Plano West 10-8 and

then played in the finals placing as the State Runner Up.

Congratulations to the Varsity Tennis Team!
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BE A HERO!

JOIN THE PTRA/

GOAL — 1200 Members by October 1°'

CLHS Parent & Student Benefits

* Link-up with Lake (weekly e-newsletter)
* Senior Scholarships (student membership required senior year,
bonus points for all other years)
* PTSA provides a voice in legislative issues
* Adult/Parent Programs
* Parent voice in Campus & District Issues
* Opportunity to be involved in your student’s life

1 ! 5,1

CLEAR LAKE HIGH SCHOOL PTSA MEMBERSHIP FORM

Mail to: CLHS PTSA Membership, 2929 Bay Area Boulevard, Houston, TX 77058
or return to the front offices at the Main Building or Ninth Grace Center

$8.00 per person joining — make checks payable to Clear Lake High School PTSA

Name Parent
Address Student Grade
City Zip Faculty member

Email Address
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Exam Schedule — 1st Semester January 13, 14, 15, & 16, 2009

Tuesday, January 13 Wednesday, January 14
7:20 -9:20 EXAM - 6th Period 7:20 -9:20 EXAM - 4th Period
9:20 -9:30 Morning Break 9:20 -9:30 Morning Break
9:30-11:30 EXAM - 7th Period 9:30-11:30 EXAM - 5th Period
1:00 - 2:30 Tutorials 1:00 - 2:30 Tutorials
Thursday, January 15 Friday, January 16
7:20 -9:20 EXAM - 2nd Period 7:20 -9:20 EXAM - 1st Period
9:20 - 9:30 Morning Break 9:20 - 9:30 Morning Break
9:30-11:30 EXAM - 3rd Period 9:30-11:30 Make-up EXAM Period
1:00 - 2:30 Tutorials 1:00 - 2:30 Tutorials

Buses run at regular times on all days--2:30 pm

Contacts Us !

Clear Creek Independent School District Education Support Center
www.ccisd.net

Phone: (281) 284-0000 Hours, M-F: 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

Fax: (281) 284-0005

Physical address: 2425 East Main Street, League City, Texas 77573

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 799, League City, Texas 77574-0799

Clear Lake High School

http://www.ccisd.net/school/clear_lake.html

Main Bldg. Phone: 281-284-1900 Hours, M-F: 7:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Main Bldg. Fax: 281-284-1905

Address: 2929 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058

9th Grade Bldg. Phone: 281-284-2400 Hours, M-F: 7:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
9th Grade Bldg. Fax: 281-284-2905
Address: 2903 Falcon Pass, Houston, TX 77062

Deadline for the spring newsletter
April 23rd, 2009

Clear Lake quh SChOOI PTSA Newsletter delivery will be approximately 4-
www.clhsptsa.org 6 weeks after the deadline date. Please
General information: contact@clhsptsa.org keep this in mind when submitting date

. . . sensitive material.
President: Lisa Holbrook, 281-486-0657, lisaholbrook60@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor: Poonam Tulsiani, unitrends@sbcglobal.net
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Clear Creek Community Council of PTAS’
CLHS PTSA

2929 Bay Area Boulevard

Houston, Texas 77058
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Alma Mater

All hail to Clear Lake High School we will e'er be true
Thru the coming years we'll give our loyalty to you
Press onward ever upward - victory is nigh
home of the Falcon spirit ever soaring high
Home of the Falcon spirit, pride of
Clear Lake High

Fight Song

Onward fighting Falcons on to victory
For the red and blue and white
Fight Falcons Fight
Up with Falcon Spirit fighting win or die
Go, Fight, Win tonight

The Newsletter of the
CLHS PTSA

2929 Bay area Blvd.
Houston, TX 77058

Phone: 281-284-1900
E-mail: contact@clhsptsa.org

We’re on the Web!

www.clhsptsa.org

Clear Lake High 5Sc hat_mf

PISA

everychild. onevoice”




